City of
Milwaukee

Development Center

Remodeling Projects - One and Two

Familv Homes

If youwanttodoahom e remodeling p roject,
youm usts ubmitpl anst ot he M ilwaukee
Development C enter before a pe rmitcan be
issued. Th e plans will b e examined by a p lan
examiner to ensure they conform to the Sta te of
Wisconsin building ¢ ode a nd t he M ilwaukee
building and zoning codes. For homes built prior
to 198 Oth e SE  Wisconsin Alteration s and
Remodeling Guidelines m ay be  used. The
Development Centerisl  ocatedat 809 N.
Broadway, 1* floor.

Plan evaluation

Here are so me o fth e item s th e p lan ex aminer

looks for wh en ev aluating plans fo r resi dential

remodeling:

= There m ustbe two leg alex its fro mth e
second floor. Seco nd fl oor al terations i n
single-family ho usesca nt ypically use
adequately sized wi ndows as a second e Xit,
while third floor attics requ ire two exits by
means of  stairs that com  ply with the
building code. See the State of Wisconsin
building code for details.

= 50% oft he fl oors pacein the rem odeled
rooms must have ceilings at least 7°-0” high.
Windows must be sized in proportion to the
size of the room to provide adequate natural
light and ventilation.

= Existing floor j oists m ust be su fficient to
support the new rooms and may need to be
reinforced.

= New stairs must have headroom clearance of
at least 76”.

Submitting plans

You need to bring two copies of the plans for the

project to the Development C enter. The plans

must:

= Be drawn to scale.

=  Show t he | ocation a nd si ze of t he rooms
involved.

= Showt hesi zeand1l ocation ofd oors,
windows and ceiling heights.

=  Show tread and riser dimensions of any new
stairs.
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= Label how the rooms will be used (bedroom,
office, etc.).

Alterations to existing homes, regardless of how
minor they may appear, o ften involve a va riety
of building code issues. An appointment to have
the plans for the project reviewed is required. To
make an appointment, call (414) 286-8210.

Permit and fees

Building pe rmits for remodeling a o ne or two-
family ho me must be t aken out by ei thert he
homeowner or a c ontractor licensed by the State
of Wisconsin and City of Milwaukee.

Youwillb ech argeda feeforth e plan
examination, and a fee for the building pe  rmit.
Permit fees are based on the cost of materials and
labor to build the project, excluding t he cost of
HVAC, el ectrical,pl umbing, fu rniture,
equipment and decorating cost. The fee fora
building permitis 1% oft hecostof thejob

(minimum fee $ 60.00) plus a $3.00 processing fee,and

Ya% o fc onstructionc osta ppraisal fee.
(minimum $10.00) The plan examination fee is
$0.08 per square foot (minimum $35.00).

I nspections
When your permit is issued, you’ll be instructed
how and when to call a bui lding inspector, who
will look at  the work at vari  ous sta ges of
completion.

Associated per mits

A license d electrician m ust obtai n electrical
permits if the project involves electrical work. If
ab athroomo rk itchenisin stalled,th e
homeowner or al icensed pl umber must obt ain
plumbing permits.  If your remodeling affects
the ex terior of you r home, and you r home is
located in al ocally-designated hi storic di strict,
you must receive a certificate of appropriateness
fromt he Hi storic P reservation C ommission
before the permit can be issued.
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